In further explanation as to why he issued the citation,
Inspector Boatright stated that the cylinders were "just sit-
ting there" (Tr. 190).  He believed that they were being
"stored" (Tr. 191), and his citation states that they were on
a portable welding machine.  He also stated that if the guages
are not on the cylinders, or if the cylinders are not being
used, then he would consider that they are "stored" (Tr. 190) .
He confirmed that the cylinders in question had no guages or
hoses when he observed them.

In response to questions from respondent's counsel,
Mr. Boatright conceded that the normal storage area for full
and' empty cylinders is at the mine office located over a half
a mile away from the area of the trailer (Tr. 191).  He also
indicated that prior to the day he cited the cylinders, when-
ever he had occasion to observe the trailer or a mechanics
truck, the valves and guages were always protected by covers
if they were on the cylinders (Tr. 191).

The question presented here is whether or not MSHA has
established that the cited cylinders were "stored" within the
meaning of section 77.208(e).  If they were, the next question
is whether or not on the facts here presented, the cylinders
were required to have protective valve covers.

After careful review and consideration of all of the tes-
timony and evidence adduced in this case, I conclude that the
two cylinders in question were stored at the time the inspec-
tor observed them. While it may be true that they were not
located at the normal storage area, they were on a portable
welding machine, in an upright position and were not in use.
I conclude that in their location, they were stored, and that
the valve covers should have been on them.  The citation is
AFFIRMED.
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Inspector Boatright1 s citation concerning the inoperable
backup alarm on the 777 rock haul truck states that four front-
end loaders, two dozers, three haul trucks, and four persons
on foot were in the pit area when the truck was operated in
reverse.

Mr. Boatright stated that the work shift started at 7:00
a.m., and that he cited the truck at 9:30 a.m.  The inoperable
alarm was the result of a loose wire, and the truck was immedi-
ately taken out of service.  He conceded that the alarm could
have been working before he cited it, and he conceded that wires
do become loose.

1255 of the standard.
